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Experts, ex-cops at loggerheads 
KUALA LUMPUR: Crime analysts 
and former senior policemen 
were at loggerheads yes te rday 
over the proposal to have a sec-
ond deputy inspector-general of 
police (DIGP). 
But both sides agreed that it was 
high time the Special Branch's 
Counter-Terrorism Division was 
upgraded to a full department, 
taking into account the growing 
threat of militancy in the region. 
While experts lauded the move 
for the second No. 2, saying it 
might help the force operate 
more effectively, former police 
officers said they did not see the 
need for it. 
Former inspector-general of 
police (1GP) Tan Sri Musa Hassan 
told the New Straits Times that 
the plan for the force to have two 
DiGP posts was not something 
new as it was proposed by the 
Home Ministry during his tenure. 
The plan at that time, he said, 
was for one DiGP to be respon-
sible for operations, while the 
other would be tasked with ad-
ministrative work. 
The proposal was, however, re-
jected by the force as it called for 
the DIGP tasked with adminis-
trative work to be an adminis-
trative and diplomatic officer, 
meaning a civilian. 
Asked if there was a need for 
two DIGP posts now, Musa said 
he did not think so, adding that 
more effort should be focused on 
middle management. 
"The IGP is responsible and he 
already has a deputy to assist 
him. Why the need for two 
deputies? They should put more 
effort on middle management as 
these are the people who man-
age, supervise, monitor and en-
sure ground officers are deliver-
ing their best service," he said. 
Musa, however, said if such a 
move could possibly improve po-
lice administration and ensure 
effective enforcement, it would 
be appropriate and laudable. 
"Otherwise, it would make the 
force heavy and lessen the re-
sponsibilities of other top senior 
officials." 
Yesterday, the New Straits 
Times front-paged an exclusive 
report on plans for a second 
DIGP and the upgrade of the Spe-
cial Branch's Counter-Terrorism 
' Division to a full department, to 
be named the Counter-Terrorism 
Department (CTD), making it the 
11th department in the force. 
On the CTD, Musa said he had, 
during his tenure, formed the 
Terrorism Department with the 
purpose of fighting militancy and 
terrorism. 
The department had also been 
tasked, he said, with cooperating 
with other law enforcement agen-
cies, via Interpol, on intelligence 
matters, as well as tracking mon-
ey-laundering activities in sup-
port of terrorist organisations. 
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The department, however, was 
disbanded when Musa retired in 
2010, and downgraded to a di-
vision under the Special Branch. 
Former DIGP Tan Sri Bakri 
Zinin echoed Musa's opinion, say-
ing that having two DIGPs would 
break the chain of command. 
"It will cause conflict in deci-
sion-making. It is also against 
Section 4 of the Police Act 1967," 
he said. 
Under Section 4(2) of the act, it 
is stated that there should be "a 
deputy inspector-general" who 
would be under the IGP. 
Legally speaking, therefore, 
any move to have a second DIGP 
would need an amendment to the 
act. 
Bakri also agreed with Musa 
tha t it was "high t ime" the 
Counter-Terrorism Division was 
upgraded to full department, as 
terrorism was the major threat 
to the country now. 
Criminologist Datuk Akhbar 
Satar lauded the plan for the up-
grade, saying that he hoped this 
would lead to more information 
technology (IT) exper ts who 
could penetrate the "dark web" 
within the department. 
He said it was important for 
CTD personnel to sharpen their 
. skills and knowledge, especially 
in IT, as terrorists were using the 
dark web to communicate, trade 
and seek funds. 
"So, we need a team of ded-
icated, highly-trained counter-
t e r r o r i s m o f f i ce r s who a re 
equipped and ready to respond 
to terrorists, including in the 
dark web," he said. 
Akhbar said the plan to have 
two DIGPs was a good move as 
police were "swamped with 
work". 
"As the population increases, 
the establishment of the second 
(DIGP) post may help in reducing 
the crime rate in the country." 
Another criminologist, Kamal 
Affandi Hashim, said having two 
deputies would be great in help-
ing the force in fulfilling its obli-
gation of protecting and serving 
public interest. 
"They need to define the role to 
be played to avoid any assump-
tion that this expansion was 
merely for administrative and 
cteremonial purposes. 
"However, changes to Sec-
tions 4(2) and 5(1) of the Police 
Act 1967. will be needed as they 
clearly mention the appoint-
ment of 'one' DIGP," he told the 
NST. 
Kamal welcomed the establish-
ment of the CTD as counterter-
rorism operations required spe-
cific skillsets. 
"By having their own depart-
ment, not only will it be effective 
iruierms of budget allocation, 
but it will also allow new global 
trends, either from foreign or 
domestic, in the form of CBRN 
(chemical, biological, radiologi-
cal and nuclear) , to be ad-
dressed. 
"Fill the post with the right per-
son who fits the job as counter-
terrorism involves a lot of work, 
including surveillance, analysis 
and defending against enemies," 
he said. 
Professor Dr Mohd' Kamarul-
nizam Abdullah from Universiti 
Utara Malaysia said having two 
DIGPs would help improve the 
administration of the 120,000-
strong police force. 
"It would help the IGP run the 
organisation effectively. There 
would be division of labour be-
tween the two deputies, allowing 
the IGP to focus more on other 
pressing tasks or challenges," he 
said. 
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